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Acceptance as a Superior Drainage Type

Many federal, state and local government agencies have assigned superior 

durability to Aluminized Steel Type 2 pipe relative to that of various other pipe 

materials. Such an assignment is intended to recognize the usefulness of a 

superior material. Nonetheless, the assignment usually reflects the conservative nature

of specifying agencies.

• The FHWA and U.S. Corps of Engineers recommend a conservative 2:1 

superiority factor for Type 2 over galvanized.

• Other federal agencies either follow suit or allow this same superiority factor 

in their specifications. 

• At the state level, counties and municipalities usually follow the lead of the 

state and there are now 30 states that assign quite conservative variable degrees 

of superiority to Type 2 relative to other materials in one fashion or another, as 

detailed below.
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